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A brief historical background to the Diaoyu Islands (釣魚台) dispute 

- Diaoyu Islands’ history can be traced back to Ming Dynasty (明朝). In Ming 

Dynasty, Diaoyu Islands were part of Chinese territories(領土).   

 

- In 1970, the US let the Japanese manage Ryukyu Islands, and Diaoyu Islands. 

From that moment on, Japan started to control Diaoyu Islands.  

 

- That year, the problem of territorial defense (領土防衛) of Diaoyu Islands was 

also discussed in the parliament of Okinawa (沖繩議會).  

 

- The U.S. confirmed that Diaoyu Islands would be protected by the United States 

military according to the Treaty of Security between the U.S. and Japan (美日安

保條約).  Since then patriotic teens (愛國青年) in Taiwan and Chinese living 

overseas have launched a vigorous campaign called “保釣運動”. 
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